Learning Environment & Situational Factors to Consider

1. Specific Context of the Teaching/Learning Situation

¢ How many students are in the class?
We have a cozy class size, ranging between 16 to 22 students. This size is manageable and
allows for personalized attention to each student.

o Is the course primary, secondary, undergraduate, or graduate level?
We're dealing with primary school students. This means we need to keep things engaging,
interactive, and suitable for their developmental stage.

¢ How long and frequent are the class meetings?
Our classes happen every day and last for about one hour. This regular, short period is
great for keeping young learners focused without overwhelming them.

¢ How will the course be delivered: live, online, blended, flipped or in a classroom
or lab?
The course will be delivered live, which is fantastic for real-time interaction and immediate
feedback.

e What physical elements of the learning environment will affect the class? What
technology, networking and access issues will affect the class?
The physical setup of our classroom, especially the arrangement for our " Interactive
Learning Pods" will be vital. We'll need space for these learning groups and any resources
they need, like materials for their 'Math Town' models. In terms of technology, we have to
consider the availability and reliability of devices and internet access for digital math games
and online resources. Ensuring smooth functioning of these tech aspects is crucial.

2. General Context of the Learning Situation
What learning expectations are placed on this course or curriculum by: the school,

district, university, college and/or department? the profession? society?

There are several layers of expectations here. The school and district likely expect alignment with
curriculum standards and successful learning outcomes. From a broader perspective, society and
the profession (in this case, education) expect this course to equip students with foundational
math skills and, importantly, the ability to apply these skills in real-world contexts.

3. Nature of the Subject
Is this subject primarily theoretical, practical, or a combination? Is the subject

primarily convergent or divergent? Are there important changes or controversies
occurring within the field?

This subject is a mix of practical and theoretical. Math is fundamentally theoretical, but our
approach, especially with the 'Math Town' project, adds a substantial practical aspect. It's mostly
convergent, focusing on arriving at correct answers, but the project aspect introduces some
divergent thinking, where creativity and multiple solutions come into play. As for changes or
controversies, math itself is quite stable, but the ways we want to teach it, like incorporating
technology and project-based learning, are continually evolving.
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4.

Characteristics of the Learners

What is the life situation of the learners (e.g., socio-economic, cultural, personal,
family, professional goals)? What prior knowledge, experiences, and initial feelings do
students usually have about this subject? What are their learning goals and
expectations?

Our students come from diverse socio-economic and cultural backgrounds. Their personal and
family situations can vary widely, which might influence their engagement and learning. Their
prior knowledge of math might be basic, and their feelings towards the subject could range from
enthusiasm to apprehension. Their learning goals are likely to develop foundational skills and
understand math in a fun, engaging way.

Characteristics of the Teacher

What beliefs and values does the teacher have about teaching and learning? What is
his/her attitude toward: the subject? students? What level of knowledge or
familiarity does s/he have with this subject? What are his/her strengths in teaching?

From the perspective of the educator, it's key to be aware of the diverse needs and backgrounds
of the students and to adapt the teaching style accordingly. I feel very comfortable with both the
theoretical aspects of math and the practical, hands-on approach of the project. I am familiar with
the technology that will be used for blended learning. As the teacher, my enthusiasm, adaptability,
and ability to foster a supportive, collaborative learning environment will significantly impact the
success of this course.
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